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REMEMBERING 

Partners

Darilee & Elmar Sakala
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Friends

Dear Members,  
  
Aileen and I became involved with the Medical Auxiliary Newsletter as Co-Editors because of Lynda Chan, the 
past President.  Aileen is Lynda's cousin and Janice (SM'80B), is a close friend of Lynda's sister, Cheryl Van 
Ornam (son, Jonathan SM'14). We have continued on under the Presidency of Cyndi Gil this year and will stay  
on board with Cay Paw, upcoming President.

We have learned a lot in the past two years that we have been Co-Editors. 

     First, the best way to ADD new members and obtain donations  is to personally ask family and friends.  
     Second, it seemed, like membership had to do mainly with fund-raising and asking for money. 
     HOWEVER, in the process of helping to raise funds we began meeting new people and learned where 
     these funds went; including Medical Student Scholarships, Deferred Missions Funds, help for Auxiliary
     members who are having medical or financial troubles in their lives and other worthy projects.  

     

 
Thank you so much for the privilege of participating with the Medical Auxiliary Association. We welcome all 
gifts and encourage you to become an involved member if you have not already done so.

        Sincerely,
              Aileen Chan and Janice Schilling-Stone

We found that GIVING means more than money:  it includes time and creativity, such as we bring with 
Aileen's art and my quilting.  We have learned also of the many ways you as members, alumni, family and 
friends give. Here are 2 recent examples. A sister of a member donated her entire inventory to the Little 
White House when she closed her bridal shop.  Some of you signed up for Smile Amazon for your 
purchases, netting us earnings of $125.00.  Many of you do not realize how much the Auxiliary Board does.  
They usually volunteer for the fund-raising events, cook the food, decorate the tables, donate the items for 
the silent auctions, stuff the envelopes, pack the boxes for the Mission families, decorate the Tree of Angels 
and many other activities.  Many of them have been silently doing this for years.  During all this work the 
sense of FAMILY grows and deepens.
 

A Very Special Thanks 
to these individuals who made 
this newsletter possible with 

their donations

Alice Soderblom
Wife of Robert Soderblom SM '63
Past President of the Auxiliary 1990-1991

Muriel Fischer
Widow of Helmuth Fischer SM '50
Former Secretary of the Auxiliary

Theresa Crews
Widow of John Crews, SM '44B

John Wang SM '60
Husband of Betty Wang 

Dorothy Becker
Wife of Robert Becker SM '57

Rae Hopkins
Wife of Robert Hopkins SM '46
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

OUR MISSION

I have been blessed and rewarded with the experience of being president of the Loma Linda University Medical 
Auxiliary this year. As my presidency comes to a close, I want to thank my board and executive board, whose 
help was very much appreciated.  I could not have done it without all their caring, warmth, giving natures and 
much needed help.  These are very remarkable women who give so much to help others and this organization.
 I want everyone to know how much the many volunteers of The Little White House give of their time.  They 
are at the LWH sorting in the morning; cleaning, fixing, and painting items so that the students have items to 
use as they start their education at Loma Linda University.  These women are there in the evening with food and 
snacks for the students as well as getting to know the students who come.

                                                             I also want to thank:  1) the scholarship chairs who put together the 
                                                             adorable Stressed to Blessed care packages that parents purchase for their 
                                                             children students and international students who have no family near 
                                                             LLU, 2) the mission chairs who work so hard finding worthy projects 
                                                             that support our missionaries as well as organizing the Mission Vespers 
                                                             Program for APC, 3) the Tree of Angels chairs who decorated the tree at
                                                             the FMO beautifully as well as put together a beautiful Christmas card, 
                                                             4)  the Auxiliary News chairs who work so hard collecting the articles for
                                                             the magazine, editing them, as well as soliciting donations to help pay for 
the printing and mailing, and 5) all the board members who made our homecoming luncheon with Marlee 
Matlin amazing; from the terrific food to the wonderful decorations.

We celebrated Apple A Day Cookbook's 50th anniversary during the homecoming luncheon as well as honoring 
Georgia Hodgkin.  Marlee Matlin gave an inspiring talk and was so gracious to visit and take pictures with our 
luncheon guests. 

But most of all I would like to thank all of you for your 
generous patronage financially and for coming to our 
events.  Without your generous support for our 
Do Unto Others, Missions, Scholarships and Student 
Assistance we would not be able to help the Medical 
students who need scholarships in order to fulfill their 
dreams, keep the LWH open, buy the equipment needed 
in the mission field, or help with the very intimate 
personal needs that our Do Unto Others have 
accomplished.

Sincerely, Cyndi

The mission of the Loma Linda University Medical Auxiliary is to 
demonstrate God's love through benevolence and shared service. The 
Auxiliary promotes the mission work of its Alumni, the education and 
welfare of medical students, residents and their spouses, and the 
intellectual and spiritual growth of its diverse membership. The Auxiliary 
is committed to continuing a heritage of unselfish dedication to service, 
beneficence and healthful living, as well as responding to humanitarian 
needs in today's changing world.
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APC MISSION VESPERS

Jolene Hilliard, director of the 2016 Christmas box project, reported the enthusiastic enlistment of Auxiliary 
grandmas and grandchildren to shop and pack these boxes to send to our mission families.  Betty was surprised 
and touched by Jolene's thoughtfulness in dedicating each box to the memory of Betty's granddaughter, Whitney 
Wang Watson, who fell asleep in Jesus Dec. 15, 2015, at the age of 18.

The highlight of the vespers was Dr. Hart's report on our missionaries.  Dr. Inzune Hwang, SM '95, and family 
were supposed to leave for Rwanda one week before, but Dr. Hart convinced him to delay his trip and we were 
privileged to hear a live interview.  Dr. Hwang is going to Rwanda to start a multispecialty clinic. This will 
eventually develop into an Adventist Health Center that will include a medical school which plans to begin 
accepting students in 2018.  We were also privileged to see the video of Dr. Gillian Seton's commencement 
address to the graduating LLUSM class of 2016.  She told of the struggles and challenges she faced during the 
Ebola crisis in Liberia and inspired the new graduates to live lives of service to others.

The Mission Vespers made us mindful of the joys and struggles that are inherent in dedicating one's life to 
serving others in less than optimal circumstances.  The ongoing financial support of members and friends of the 
Medical Auxiliary helps ease burdens that modern-day missionaries experience, as evident by the stories shared 
at the Vespers. (To donate please visit www.llumedaux.org).         ~Betty Wang

We might call this year an inaugural mission reunion, because it included all eight 
LLU schools for the first time in the history of Loma Linda University.  Over 
30,000 alumni received invitations to attend the 2017 "One Homecoming".  The 
Mission Vespers, sponsored by the Medical Auxiliary, occurred on March 4, 2017.  
Those who were not able to attend are welcome to watch it through the LLUC 
online: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EKo0rJjV6I.   We are grateful for the 
students who presented beautiful ensemble music and the student song leaders; all 
of whom added inspiration to the evening.  This year the Auxiliary did not quite 
meet our goal for Missions.  However, thanks to our members and donors, we 
were still able to fund nine mission projects internationally.  These projects 
included eleven alumni families, funds for Deferred Mission Appointees and the 
Resident International Rotation Programs.

L to R:  Donna Hadley, Emil Harty, SM’19 ensemble director,
             Joyce Reiswig, Betty Wang

Dr. Inzune Hwang, SM’95 & family

School of Medicine String Ensemble

L to R:  Dr. Roger Hadley, Donna Hadley, Cay Paw, 
Betty Wang, Jolene Hilliard, Sheila Hodgkin, Danielle Hoxie

Paul, SD & Janie, SM’06 Yoo
Lusaka, Zambia
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APC LUNCHEON

WOMAN OF THE YEAR

The Loma Linda University Annual Postgraduate Convention weekend is 
always a great time of alumni celebrations, reunions, and educational and 
spiritual growth. The Auxiliary's Homecoming Luncheon was no 
exception. On Sunday, March 5, 2017, many Auxiliary members and 
friends came together to be blessed and inspired by commemorating this 
year's theme, "Together We Can Do So Much", set by President Cyndi Gil. 
The luncheon was held at Speakeasy on State, a charming venue tucked 
upstairs in downtown Redlands, California. 

                  The meeting convened with a welcome from our Auxiliary's 
                  president Cyndi Gil. The devotional was led by Donna Hadley,
                  our program chair, who read one of the inspirational devotions 
                  from Morning Rounds. She also announced that The School of 
                  Medicine will be releasing its third devotional book, Grand 
                  Rounds.  A special historical account commemorating the 50-
                  year anniversary of the publishing of Apple a Day, Volume I 
                  was given by Georgia E. Hodgkin. Georgia is a former 
                  Auxiliary president and editor of Apple A Day, Volumes II and 
                  III.  After her presentation, she was honored with the Auxiliary 
Member of the Year Award. The keynote speaker, Marlee Matlin, winner of 
the Academy Award for Best Actress for “Children of a Lesser God”, was 
one of the most dynamic speakers the Auxiliary members have had the 
pleasure of listening to.  Her compelling personal story, inspiring message 
of
courage, and dreams equaling to success were empowering. She boldly 
challenged the audience to follow through on being who God made you to 
be and to never give up on your dreams. Her loveliness, down-to-earth 
personality and charm delighted all those who were in attendance.  
                                                                         ~Sheila Hodgkin, RMA Chair 

Cay Paw & Odilis Purdom

Sharan Bennett & Dale Vassantachart 

L to R: Anita Roberts, 
Karen Wat Neilsen, 
Louise Schneider 

Cyndi Gil & Marlee Matlin

Recipients of the Auxiliary Member of the Year Award typically exemplify the 
mission of the auxiliary: to demonstrate God's love through benevolence and 
service.  Georgia Hodgkin has not only been committed to continuing a heritage of 
unselfish dedication to service, but she has made a significant impact to the 
Seventh-day Adventist church, Loma Linda University Health, her community, this 
organization and to myself personally. She has been an auxiliary member for over 
50 years. She was given an honorary life membership in 2003 for her hard work 
and dedication to the auxiliary; which included the editing and publication of 
Apple-a-day Volume II and III cookbooks, helping to establish an endowment and 
scholarship fund, and coordinating mailing and areas of mission fundraising. 

Donna Hadley &
Sheila Hodgkin
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WOMAN OF THE YEAR

If you become a Life Member, these benefits (and more!) abound:

1. Vital support for students, residents, and medical missionary families
2. "Laying up your treasure in heaven”
3. No annoying personal reminders for yearly dues
4. Life Member pin
5. Complimentary ticket every year for the amazing APC Luncheon
6. Confident satisfaction that you are making a huge, eternal difference in peoples' lives

Life Membership is only $1500 and can be paid in 4 convenient payments of $375 each.
Pay online at www.llumedaux.org or mail to Loma Linda University Medical Auxiliary at
11245 Anderson Street, Suite 230 Loma Linda, CA 92354

DID YOU KNOW?

She has held almost every single office on the auxiliary board, including President of the auxiliary twice. Her 
North Dakotan work ethic and integrity is undeniable in all that she does. In a recent news article, it chronicled 
her many academic and professional achievements including being considered "something of an institution at 
Loma Linda University School of Allied Health Professions", and perhaps the "most prolific author" in Loma 
Linda University's history. She has written a dozen chapters in popular books on vegetarian nutrition, including 
the Seventh day Adventist church diet manual.  Dr. Oz, Mr. Dan Buettner (author of Blue Zones), and Oprah all 
have personal copies. She is brilliant, sharp, loyal, and has gone beyond the call of duty in all that she has been 
a part of. It is no wonder that January's Loma Linda University Health news article about her was entitled, 
"Georgia Hodgkin, Nutritional Superhero". 

Still, among all her successes, contributions and accomplishments, I believe her greatest achievement and 
legacy are her 3 wonderful children: her son, Steven (the love of my life), her beautiful daughters, Kathy and 
Carolyn, and 10 bright and energetic grandchildren. There is a definition of mother I thought describes her well:   
"one person who does the work of twenty for free". Well, this dear mother, "MIL", which I affectionately call 
her, stands not for mother-in-law, but rather "Mother- I- Love".  ~ Sheila Hodgkin  
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Open Table is hard-back, full-color 
and only $44.00 with $6.00 for shipping.
Order by mail or online at www.llumedaux.org. 

An Apple A Day cookbook series are still available! 
Order online at www.llumedaux.org.

COOKBOOKS

DO UNTO OTHERS - DUO

SCHOLARSHIP FUND / STRESSED TO BLESSED

We are so blessed to be a part of DUO.  Those who register their birthday with us will receive a birthday card 
designed by our President, Cyndi Gil.  Those receiving a card are asked to send a donation.

This year with your donations we were able to assist two former JMA members diagnosed with cancer.  We 
provided help with childcare, housekeeping and ready-made meals.  We were especially honored to be able to 
assist a special RMA member following the heart-breaking experience of losing a child.

Thank you for your continued generosity.      ~ Ann Oshiro and Pam Barruga
         DUO Co-Chairs

Kevin Kawamoto                    Chanel Wood

The Medical Auxiliary's program, "From Stressed to Blessed," has continued to brighten the lives of several of 
our freshman and sophomore medical students with special occasion care packages. All the net proceeds benefit 
the Loma Linda University Medical Auxiliary's Scholarship Fund, so it is a win-win for all parties 
involved!  Thanks to generous Auxiliary members, all twenty-six freshman and sophomore international 
medical students were blessed with care packages this year! 

If you would like to assist with this project, or would like to sponsor a care package for a medical student, 
please email us at contact@llumedaux.org. Thank you for blessing the students!
 
                                                                                                             ~Darlene Mizumoto and Lynda Chan

Chanel Wood, a first year medical student from Canada 
was a fortunate recipient and wrote this email:  

“I just wanted to express how surprised and touched I 
was by the care package I received at the end of my 
exams last week! Thank you so much for all the gifts 
and treats, that was incredibly thoughtful and sweet of 
all of you.  Thank you for your continued prayers and 
your ministry at LLU. I feel very blessed to attend an 
Adventist medical school with such great support for 
students.  Hope you all have a wonderful Christmas 
and a very happy New Year!"

Logan Villareal & 
Carly Leggitt



                    

oL v f eo elcri
C  

Auxiliary News Page 9                                                                                    

LITTLE WHITE HOUSE

Donations
Enriching Students & Family Life

Enriching the Greater Community

Students Giving Back

What a circle of love!  From our community donations to students returning what they no longer need to the 
volunteers who sort, display, feed, and assist students in their search of needed items to now having students 
giving back after leaving Loma Linda … these dishes, tables, and clothing do keep on giving!  
                                                                                                                                             ~ Jolene Hilliard

The end of school year always brings exciting changes and movement at the Little White House not only for 
the students that visit but for all of us who are volunteers!  Graduations, moving out of the dorms into 
apartments, marriages and new homes bring students to our door whether they are returning furniture or 
looking for the perfect piece for a new corner.  Our three sheds bulge with furniture at this time of year and we 
are continually rearranging them to make room for additional items all to start the process again when new 
students arrive on campus in the summer.  You really should stop by and take a look; we often receive some 
unique and special pieces; our community loves to donate to students.

Sharon Stewart, Co-chair of the LWH, received a 
phone call earlier this year from a previous student.  
This student requested the address of where she 
could send a thank you donation for the LWH 
because she had appreciated how much the Little 
White House had helped her while she was here.

One of our team members, Janette Allen, a recently 
retired nurse from LLU, has taken on the sweetest 
project.  She used a bridal gown train that was not 
needed, a sleeve from another dress that had been 
removed and other pieces of fabric to make 
beautiful little gowns to give to ICU premies that 
pass away at our hospital. What a beautiful 
memorial and gesture of love! 

Recently two more students found beautiful wedding gowns and an engaged couple 
were so happy to be recipients of a set of china.  We have a new fast and efficient sign-
in system as the students check-in on Monday evenings. When 80 to 120 students are 
waiting in line, this is important!  The Auxiliary Board voted to give us the funds for sail 
shades in the back of the Little White House over the concrete, which is vital when we 
work during the hot months.  The students enjoy this area in the evening, as well, while 
sitting in our room 
vignettes as they visit and 
have a plate of snacks. 
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JMA 

We have had the privilege of 
welcoming 8 freshmen families 
into our community, as well as 11 
babies! The Lord has continued to 
bless us in abundance as we help 
one another through long hours 
without seeing our husbands, first 
years of marriage away from 
family, or the trials and joys that 
follow welcoming a precious babe 
into the world! The JMA has 
fostered an environment that 
provides a weekly bible study to 
support and encourage the medical 
student wives, a weekly play 
group that is bursting at the seams 
with little feet, and monthly 
dinners which allow friendships to 
develop beyond the classroom. 

We have organized countless meal trains for 
families in need and possibly even more 
baby showers! In January, we were able to 
partner with Project Hope in supplying over 
40 books that taught high school moms how 
to teach and instill the importance of dental 
and skin hygiene to their little ones.  In 
addition, we continue to work with the 
medical students in making sure their break 
room supplies are in abundance. 

Medical school is a funny thing. Many 
folks come to this brand new place in 
anticipation of calling it home. But what 
is home? A house? A community? Shared 
DNA? Like mindedness? Will Loma 
Linda truly become home? This is 
something each couple has to face while 
settling in for the next four years. The 
Junior Medical Auxiliary (JMA), has a 
reputation of fostering this family-like 
community year after year. This year, we 
consisted of families from Maine, to 
Georgia, to Washington, to Canada, to 
local southern Californians. Yet despite 
the different cultures and upbringings, the 
commonality of loving Jesus Christ has 
made this crazy season a cherished one. 

Finally, we just wrapped up this year's fundraiser by teaching classes in 
calligraphy, painting, and zentangle! We  continue to be blown away by the 
generosity shown to us through lending of supplies needed (chairs, table cloths, 
tables, homes, etc) and monetary support!  Loma Linda truly offers a unique and 
hospitable environment where the natural walls between Medical student and 
doctor (or wife of medical student and wife of doctor) no longer exist. We had a 
delightful time learning and laughing alongside those at the fundraiser and raffled 
off some fantastic gifts just in time for Mother's Day! Thank you for all you do for 
us in preparing us to be Christian doctors and Christian doctors’ wives.
  ~Cassi GrayAndrea Sayler & Cassi Gray

JMA
Vespers at Rick & Patty Batin Hall’s home

Fundraiser at Steve & Sheila Hodgkin’s home
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RMA

BOARD ACTIVITY
On Thursday evening, May 11, nearly 80 Auxiliary board members and 
friends headed to La Sierra University to see the play entitled, "God's 
Peculiar People" written and directed by Marilynn Loveless, chair of 
LSU Drama.  This was not the typical Spring Business Meeting and 
Luncheon that the Auxiliary usually hosts.  Rather it was a gift to the 
board from outgoing president Cyndi Gil to thank the board for their 
ongoing work on behalf of the Auxiliary during this past year.

The play is "the story of the prodigal son, set in 1962.  One of the underlying themes of the play is how the 
church evolves and transitions over time.  By setting the story in 1962, the audience is able to see how the 
church has grown in understanding and enlightenment.  And this doesn't have to be a scary thing."

Many laughs, chuckles and groans were heard throughout the evening as the audience identified with 
peculiarities portrayed that defined us as Adventists in the 60's including explaining what was considered 
"acceptable" jewelry to someone who was a NOP (not our people) and the infamous 
engagement watch presented at the time of a marriage proposal.  The play highlighted 
typical Adventist cuisine served as the family and their guests were gathered around the 
table and the playbill even featured many of those same recipes including 
"Special K Loaf." 

Incoming president Cay Paw presented Cyndi Gil with a gift and a presentation bouquet 
from the board and thanked her for a successful year for the Auxiliary.    

An abridged version by Crystal Burdick (RMA secretary) of the 
“RMA Loma Linda Newsletter:  End of the Year Update (2016-2017)”

Social Events
Ice Cream Social (Jul)
Opening Social Pool Party (Sep)
Christmas Luau (Dec)
Bunco Game Night (Apr)
Closing Social (Jun)

Playgroup
Weekly playgroups at a local park
Various fieldtrips through out the year 
 (Greenspot Farm, San Bernardino 
                             County Museum)

Culinary Club
 Meets up about every other month to eat delicious 
themed food and maybe learn a new recipe or two: 
Pumpkins (Oct), Pies (Nov), Mexican (Dec), & 
Valentine’s Day Treats (Feb).

Book Club
 Meets up about every other month to discuss wonderful books. 
This year’s books: I Capture The Castle, The Lake House, Hattie Big Sky,  
The Serpent King, A Man Called Ove, Echo, The War That Saved My Life. 

Community Service
Canned Food Drive (Nov)
Toy Drive (Dec)
Thank You letters to Military (Nov) 
Various Community Service Events

 ~Donna Hadley Cyndi Gil & Cay Paw
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DUES REMINDER 2017-2018

It helps us SO MUCH when you remember to pay 
your membership dues.  Dues are payable July 1, 2017, 
as our fiscal year begins on that date and runs to 
June 30, 2018. Your dues are vitally important to help
us serve the needs of current students, residents, and 
missionary families all over the world. 

We literally would not exist without you! 

Regular Membership - $55.00
Special Membership - $35.00 (retired, widowed, or divorced)
To avoid these pesky annual reminders, please consider a 
Life Membership of $1500.00 (or 4 payments of $375.00).

Dues can be conveniently paid online at www.llumedaux.org 
or mailed to Loma Linda University Medical Auxiliary
11245 Anderson Street, Suite 230, Loma Linda, CA  92354.

Thank you again for your invaluable support! 
Your generosity helps us continue our heritage of service to others. ~ Krista Woodruff 
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